Key Stage 2 – Francis Drake: Pirate, Explorer or Privateer?


Activity 2 – Hot seat activity

Teachers’ notes

Summary

Children watch a short film about Francis Drake’s famous voyage which helps them prepare for a hot seat activity, where they develop an understanding of the different ways which Drake’s contemporaries viewed his actions.

The activity also helps children gather information and evidence as they form their own hypothesis for the resource’s overarching question: Francis Drake: Pirate, Explorer or Privateer?
Time: 1 lesson

Supporting resources

Film: Around the world with Francis Drake – Tudor seafarer Dan Pew recounts his adventures as a member of Francis Drake’s crew
Question sheet for film (Word) – helps children recall key events from Francis Drake’s circumnavigation
What did people think about Francis Drake? (Word) – helps children think of questions for the hot-seating activity

Hot seat preparation – ‘Tudor Question Time’ (PowerPoint) – Includes printable character background cards for students in the hot seat 

Suggested approach

Watch film and prepare for the hot-seat activity

Set up the rest of the activity by watching the short film presented by Tudor seafarer Dan Pew.
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Tip: Pew describes many of the key events that occurred on Drake’s historic circumnavigation. He also provides insight into different ways Francis Drake was perceived by his contemporaries.

· Watch the film twice. 

· The first time, children complete the Question sheet for film, developing their understanding of the different events that took place on Drake’s voyage.

· The second time, children complete the What did people think about Francis Drake? worksheet, and encourage them to think of questions for the hot seat activity to follow. 

N.B. The question sheet can be adapted for different abilities by simplifying or removing questions or adding your own questions.
Review each worksheet and key words – pirate, explorer, privateer

After watching the film – review the children’s answers as a class and consider the vocabulary of the key question as introduced in the film.
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Tip: Enquiry questions, source information and historical context are provided in the PowerPoint notes for each slide

· Definitions for ‘pirate’, ‘explorer’ and ‘privateer’ are provided as part of the Hot seat preparation – ‘Tudor Question Time’ slides.
Set up hot-seating activity: Tudor ‘Question Time’

Use the Hot seat preparation – ‘Tudor Question Time’ slides to set up an in-class hot-seating activity
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What is a
pirate?

Most pirates targeted
ships for their treasure
and any other
valuables.

Some pirates also
launched attacks on
coastal towns.





Tip: In advance of the hot seating activity - print off the character slides and give them to children playing those roles. Each card gives the children information to help support them in character, including who they are and how they know Francis Drake.

· Assign 3-5 children to play the roles of Drake’s contemporaries. Give each the appropriate character card from the Hot seat preparation – ‘Tudor Question Time’ slides

· The rest of the children form the audience of a panel-show style debate, with you as the host. 

Hosting the hot seat discussion

Conduct the activity in the style of a panel show debate commonly seen on television. End the activity with a class vote on whether they believe Francis Drake was a pirate, explorer or privateer.
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Tip: Play clips and theme music of the real Question Time to help establish a sense of performance and show students the type of interaction expected
· An example of an introduction to the activity might be:
“Welcome to Tudor Question Time. Tonight we’re going to be talking about the controversial figure of Francis Drake. He was the first Englishman to sail around the world in 1577, but - why did he do it? Was it to discover new lands? Was it to steal and plunder? Was it to make money for his investors?” 
“We’re going to ask our special guest panel: ‘Was Francis Drake a pirate, an explorer or a privateer?”
· You can also give your panel an introduction – for which the Tudor Question Time resource offers images and portraits for each role.
“On our panel tonight we have (as appropriate):
San Juan de Anton. Captain of the Cacafuego, a Spanish ship captured by Francis Drake
Philip II, King of Spain. Not happy with Francis Drake and Elizabeth I for all the looting of his ships
Dan Pew. Seafarer and member of Drake’s crew that went around the world
The Queen of England, Elizabeth I. Always looking for new sources of wealth and markets for English goods 
Sir Christopher Hatton. Member of the Queen’s court and an investor who profits from sending sailors out to attack ships from other countries

· As host, you are responsible for being unbiased, facilitating questions and pointing out that there is no right answer.
· Occasionally bring the discussion back to the key question – was Drake a pirate, an explorer or a privateer? – asking both the panel and the audience their opinions.
· As host you’re also responsible for resolving and concluding the discussion, and questioning the audience, helping them to develop their hypotheses. Who do you most agree with and why? Is there a way that these arguments can be solved? 
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About you

You are a sailor and a privateer. You make.
yourliving going on journeys that are paid
for by wealthy invesfors.

If you bring back valuable goods - then you
get paid!

How do you know Francis Drake?
You sailed with him on his famous voyage
around the world.

You joined him on raids of Spanish ships
where you took all the freasure.

You were there when he fried to find the
North West Passage and claimed a new
teritory for the Queen called Nova Albion, or
‘New England’.

What do you think of him?
He's a privateer, like you. That's how
you make a living.
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