
Welcome to the Winter 2010 edition 
of the National Maritime Museum’s 
Development team newsletter.

The last six months has been a very active period for both  
the National Maritime Museum and the Development team.  
Our team has recently grown to include the Membership 
department and we are delighted to welcome Rebecca Bristow, 
as new Membership Manager, alongside our Membership  
Co-ordinator, Monika Turlo. 

In October, major on-site activity started on the Sammy Ofer 
Wing. Scheduled to open in 2011, the NMM’s 75th year, this 
new development will provide an impressive backdrop for the 
world-wide coverage that the Maritime Greenwich World 
Heritage Site will receive as a venue for the London Olympics  
in 2012. In January, everyone was honoured and delighted  
that Her Majesty the Queen granted Greenwich the status of  
a Royal Borough, to take effect in 2012, the year of her 
Diamond Jubilee. 

In addition, the Museum scooped the pool at the Visit London 
Tourism Awards in November. Not only did our International 
Year of Astronomy programme win the Best Tourism Experience 
Award, but the Museum also won the top award of Visitor 
Attraction of the Year.

May we take this opportunity to thank all our donors, sponsors, 
Patrons, Corporate Members and Corporate Loan Holders for 
your continued and vital support. 
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This year we formally acquired a shaving table of about 1787, 
which is said to have belonged to Horatio Nelson and which 
he presented to his secretary James Augustine Brown.  
The table is indicative of the type of furniture used by naval 
officers to furnish their cabins: it is small and portable, yet 
based on the latest fashions. The table had been on loan  
to the Museum since 1962. 

COLLECTIONS NEWS

Q. What led you into 
astronomy and your 
chosen area of research?
I grew up in the Yorkshire 
countryside and I was always 
fascinated by the natural 
world – animals, plants, 
rocks, stars – you name it. 
So I suppose it was inevitable 
that I was going to become 
some kind of scientist. 
Luckily my parents always 
encouraged me to ask questions and pursue my interests, 
and it was a trip to Jodrell Bank Observatory in Cheshire 
which finally convinced me to choose astronomy.

Q. Did you ever consider becoming anything other 
than an astronomer?
My first love was dinosaurs, so I would have quite liked  
to be a palaeontologist. But I also really enjoyed history  
at school so it was a tough choice. I can never understand 
people who are only interested in the humanities or only  
in science. For me both subjects are about understanding 
the world and our place within it.

Q: What research projects are you working on at  
the moment?
I’ve been so busy with the International Year of Astronomy 
that my own research has taken a back seat for a while. 

But there’s still plenty to discover out there so I’m sure 
there’ll be lots for me to do in future. 

Q. What do you do in a typical working day?
The great thing about my job is that I don’t have typical 
working days! I could be attending a seminar about the 
latest news from Mars, talking to a school group about 
black holes, being interviewed by a journalist or planning 
next year’s programme of astronomy events here at  
the Observatory.

Q. What is your favourite part of your job?
Finding out about the latest discoveries in space and then 
getting to talk about them.

Q: What has been the most exciting moment in your 
career so far?
Using the Hubble Space Telescope was pretty exciting. 
Knowing that a huge machine up in orbit was pointing 
where I told it to and gathering light from galaxies billions  
of light years away was a really amazing experience.

Q. What do you do when you’re away from  
the Museum?
There are so many things to do in London and I love 
travelling too, so I’m always busy.

Q. And lastly…what is your favourite planet?
Earth. It’s amazingly beautiful and it’s also the only place  
in the Universe where we humans can survive. We need  
to take better care of it.

Our Public Astronomer, Dr Marek Kukula, tells us about his current research 
projects and his role at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich.

Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust
A generous grant of £250,000 by the Lloyd’s 
Register Educational Trust has enabled the Royal 
Observatory to develop the Excellence in Science 
Initiative. This supports two new posts, the 
Excellence in Science Manager and Coordinator and 
the expansion of our learning programmes, which will 
deliver a range of secondary school provisions 
addressing the needs of ‘Gifted and Talented’ 
students. This will include study days, enhanced 
secondary programmes, and teachers’ resources.

Honorary Commodores
In 2009, the title of Honorary Commodore was 
awarded to each of the people listed below in 
recognition of their outstanding support and 
commitment to the National Maritime Museum:

Sammy Ofer KBE 
Dr Mortimer and Mrs Theresa Sackler 
Lord Wolfson of Marylebone FRS FBA

Corporate Membership
We were delighted to welcome Clarksons as 
Associate Corporate Members of the Museum 
in October. Clarksons have enjoyed sending the 
participants of their graduate recruitment scheme  
for a tour of the Museum and Observatory.

Patrons’ Programme
We are delighted to welcome two new Patrons of the 
Museum: John Manser and David Wells. We thank 
them both for their continued and generous support.

SUPPORTER NEWS60 seconds with our Astronomer 
Dr Marek Kukula 




