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Dear Members, 
Happy New Year to you and your 
family. I hope that you have had
a relaxing Christmas break.
The Members’ Christmas Party
was very enjoyable; thank you to
all who came and made it a
memorable evening. 

Our new major exhibition, Royal 
River, sponsored by Barclays and 
guest-curated by David Starkey, 
opens to the public on 27 April.
I would encourage you all to
pre-book tickets to avoid
disappointment: these go on sale 
on 29 January 2012. Please note that 
Members will receive free-of-charge 
access to the exhibition but booking 
is essential. Members are also
invited to our special preview
evening on 26 April 2012; please see 
inside for more details. 

There are still places left at our next 
Members event on the 31 January,
The heroic story of Captain Robert
Falcon Scott’s last and ill-fated
expedition to the South Pole one
hundred years ago. To book for
Members events or Royal River 
please call bookings on
020 8312 6608. 

Thank you for your continued
support and I look forward to
welcoming you back to the Museum 
at one of our Members events. 

Best wishes,

Rachel Harrison
Membership Manager

Ship-in-a-Bottle appeal 
Help bring Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle to Greenwich
The National Maritime Museum is seeking to acquire ‘Nelson’s Ship in
a Bottle’, Yinka Shonibare MBE’s extraordinary representation of 
HMS Victory, which was commissioned as part of the Fourth Plinth 
Programme and has been on display in Trafalgar Square since May 2010.

The impressive ship, sails, ensigns and signal flags are arranged exactly as 
they were on the day of the Battle of Trafalgar: the only difference is that 
the fabric used to make the sails is richly patterned ‘Dutch Watch’ textiles, 
symbolic of African identity and independence.

This project represents a unique opportunity for us to acquire a major work 
of contemporary art that captures and reflects the stories the Museum seeks 
to tell through its collections. The proposed location for the Ship in a Bottle
is outside the Sammy Ofer Wing, visible directly from Greenwich Park.

We are working with the Art Fund to ensure we bring the work permanently 
to Greenwich and it has awarded us £50,000 to kick-start the campaign: 
however, £362,500 is still needed.

If you would like to contribute to this campaign please fill in the donation 
form enclosed and send to the Membership Office, National Maritime 
Museum, Greenwich, London, SE10 9NF. For more information please 
phone us on 020 8312 6678 or email membership@rmg.co.uk 

Gift Membership
2012 is going to be a very exciting year for Royal 
Museums Greenwich, with our new Royal River 
exhibition, and the Olympics coming to Greenwich in 
July. We will also be celebrating our 75th anniversary 
so it is the perfect time to give someone the gift of 
membership and share all these exciting moments 
with them. For further information please contact the 
Membership Office on 020 8312 6678 or
membership@rmg.co.uk 

Captain Cook statue
Many members have asked us when we are going to 
re-install the Captain Cook statue. This has been delayed 
until November 2012 because of the planned installation 
of ‘Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle’ in April 2012, the installation 
of the marquee for the Olympics in June, and the decant 
of ‘Oceans of Discovery’ in October. We need vehicle 
access for all these projects and the Cook statue would be 
an obstacle.  

Please remember us through a Gift in 
your Will
The National Maritime Museum is extremely grateful to 
those individuals who have made, or have expressed an 
intention to make, a gift to it in their Will.

Such a gift is among the most far-reaching and valuable 
contributions a supporter can make, directly benefiting 
future generations of Museum visitors. A gift can reflect 
your particular interests and passions, and can be 
directed to specific areas of the Museum’s work such as 
vital collections care, acquisitions, research activities, 
and learning and community programmes.

If you are considering leaving a gift in your Will to the 
National Maritime Museum and would like further 
information please contact Lucy Cooke on
020 8312 8625 or lcooke@rmg.ac.uk

Shop Spotlight
Designed exclusively for the Royal Observatory, 
Greenwich, the ‘Home of Time’ range draws inspiration 
from the Observatory’s status as one of the most 
important historic scientific sites in the world.
Pop in to see the whole selection, or shop online at
shop.rmg.co.uk

Above: Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle by Yinka Shonibare
Left: Greenwich Hospital from the north bank of the Thames, Canaletto, 1750 – 52 
(National Maritime Museum, BHC1827) detail



Upcoming events

Royal River: Power, Pageantry and the Thames
A special exhibition at the National Maritime Museum
27 April – 9 September 2012

Booking is essential for all events: please contact 
Bookings on 020 8312 6608. If you would like to 
book for our Royal River preview you can also e-mail 
bookings@rmg.co.uk. Please note that tickets will not 
be issued and all bookings are non-refundable. Once you 
have booked you will be placed on the guest list. 

The Olympics in Greenwich
Wednesday 8 February 2012
18.30 – 19.00 Drinks reception
19.00 – 20.30 Talk 
£5.00 for Members. Please note this is a 
Members-only event and will be held in the 
Queen’s House 

This talk will provide Members with an overview and 
update on plans for hosting the equestrian and modern 
pentathlon events of the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games in Greenwich Park.

Having ridden competitively himself, Tim Hadaway 
began his career designing and building cross-country 
courses. He moved from this into equestrian event

Titanic Remembered
Wednesday 21 March 2012
18.30 – 19.00 Drinks reception
19.00 – 20.30 Talk in Lecture Theatre 
£5.00 for Members and guests 

To mark the centenary of the sinking of the Titanic,
the Museum is putting on a new temporary exhibition, 
‘Titanic’ Remembered. This talk by Gillian Hutchinson, 
Curator of the History of Cartography, will explore the 
role of the survivors of the disaster in the creation of 
Walter Lord’s book, A Night to Remember.

Atlantic liner Titanic sinking, bow first, 1912, with eight
full lifetboats nearby and an iceberg in the distance,
by W. Pearson, 1912 (National Maritime Museum, PY5224)

Royal River preview
Thursday 26 April 2012
18.30 – 19.00 Drinks reception in the
Sammy Ofer Wing
19.00 – 20.30 Preview of Royal River exhibition
Free for Members. Please note this is a 
Members-only event

Join us for an exclusive preview of our new major 
exhibition Royal River, guest-curated by David Starkey 
and sponsored by Barclays. Join us for  drinks and 
nibbles beforehand.

the great riverside seats of regal power to the waterborne 
elegance of the royal yachts. The exhibition explores, 
in spectacular fashion, the many and varied uses of the 
Thames across five hundred years of British history.

Bringing to life the extraordinary confluence of the 
Crown, the City and the Thames, Royal River celebrates 
the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty
The Queen and the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
opening of the National Maritime Museum.

The River Thames was London’s ‘grandest street’.
It acted as a stage for royal, national and civic ceremony 
for hundreds of years. This great thoroughfare 
connected royal palaces and was a site for celebration, 
pleasure and entertainment. The river provided a 
uniquely accessible setting for the public theatre of 
coronations, royal weddings, state funerals and the 
Lord Mayor’s annual procession. But the Thames was 
also a bustling, working river, constantly changed and 
improved with the addition of new bridges, tunnels
and embankments.

This major exhibition at 
the National Maritime 
Museum, tells the story of 
the ‘Royal River’ through 
a wealth of fascinating 

and rarely seen 
objects. Nearly 400 

in number, they 
span events from 
Anne Boleyn’s 

coronation to 
Lord Nelson’s 
funeral; from 
the gilded 
magnificence 
of the Lord 
Mayor’s 
pageant to the 
noxious horror 
of the ‘Great 
Stink’; and from 

Top: The Triumphall Entertainment of ye King and Queenes 
Matie by ye Right honble ye Lord Maior of London at their 
coming from Hampton Court to Whitehall (on ye River 
Thames) Aug: ye 23 1662 (National Maritime Museum, PY4104).
Left: Figurehead from the Royal Yacht Royal Charlotte, 
1824 (National Maritime Museum, FHD0097).
Above: Funeral Procession of the late Lord Viscount 
Nelson, from Greenwich to Whitehall on the 8th January, 
1806 (National Maritime Museum, PY7323)

management, working on international events including 
at Blair Castle and Bramham Park. Tim has worked 
for the London Organising Committee of the Olympic 
Games since 2008 as Equestrian Sport Manager.

Right: Members opening event


