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Emergency services train in secret
for reprisal attack by al-Qa’ida

® MoD report says backing Bush involves risk to UK ® Labour MPs plot leadership challenge over Blair’s war policy

By Colh.u Brown-r'_’o-h. c ¥ -E-é\t.a-r- 7

Police and the emergency
services have been secretly
trained by the Army for a
reprisal attack in the UK by
al-Qa'ida terrorists using nu-
clear, chemical or biological
weapons.

A Ministry of Defence re-
port to MPs reveals that senior
planners have privatel
cepted that Britain faces a
nificant risk” of attack for
supporting President Bush.

The report’s disclosure will
reinforce doubts among a
growing number of Labour
MPs about Tony Blair’s lead-
ership and his apparent un-
equivocal support for Mr
Bush's “war on terrorism”.

Yesterday Labour MP Jere-
my Corbyn confirmed that
plotting for a possible lead-
ership challenge is being dis-
cussed, as reported in The
Independent on Sunday. Asked
if there was a “stalking horse”
plot afoot, Mr Corbyn said: Tt

Labour admits
to blunders on
foot and mouth

By Geoffrey Lean
Environment Editor
Closing Britain’s Lﬂun[r}\ldl
over foot and mouth was
wrong, and should not happen
again, the Government now
admits.

Its official evidence to the
inquest into the epidemic ac-
knowledges that its approach

TURNS oUT THE ONLY
THING THEY SHOULD'VE
CLOSED 15 THEIR MoUTHS,

epidemic over a wide range of

issues, from access to the
countryside to the unsuit-
ability of pyres to burn car-
casses, from the
vaccination to the way farm-
ers helped spread the diseas
by failing to take proper safe-
ty precautions.

On Tuesday the Govern-
ment’s performance will come
under unprecedented scruti:
ny when the Prime Minister
holds a seminar in Downing
Street on the future of the
countryside, and former Agri-
cultun Minister, Nick Brown,
idence to an inquiry
opean Parliament.

The evidence, “supported
by all department and agen-
cies of the Government”, ac-
cepts that there is little danger
of walkers spreading the dis-
ease and makes it clear that,

value of

is a discussion that is going on.
I am not aware of any name
that has emerged yet but dis-
cussions have taken place.”
‘The report, drawn up in re-
cent weeks by the Govern-
ment o answer warnings
about gaps in Britain's home
defence by
committee, says: “There re-
mains a significant short-
term riskof further terrorist
attacks and we are conscious
that our involvement along-
side the US could raise the
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profile of the UK as a poten-
tial targer.”

Last October, The Indepen-
dent on Sunday revealed that
emergency services had been
warned by ministers that
thousands of people could be
contaminated and mortuaries
overwhelmed by an attack.

However, ministers will
argue the risk of reprisals
against Britain is no excuse for
refusing to confront the “evil
of terrorism”. Jack Straw, the
Foreign Secretary, will warn
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tomorrow in a speech to the
Foreign Policy Centre that
Britain must plm its part
with its allies to “push back
the boundaries of chaos” in
Afghanistan and elsewhere.
MPs united in supporting the
deployment of 1,700 troops in
Afghanistan, but the emergen-
cy debate on Wednesday ex-
posed anxieties on all sides that
Britain could get dragged into
an open-ended ground war.
The report to the Commons
defence committee makes it

clear the MoD and the Home
Office are preparing for the
possible use of weapons of
mass destruction by terrorist
cells in Britain.

It says that measures to
tighten security in Britain
have included additional
training “with the as
of the MoD in chemical,
logical, radiological and nu-
clear (CBRN) protection and
mitigation techniques. These
include the police and other
emergency service personnel

who would be in the front line
of any response to an attack.”

The authorities’ acceptance
that Britain is vulnerable to
terrorist reprisals is bound to
add weight to the calls to stop
the war.

One Labour MP said: “Tony
Blair should spend more time
talking to Labour supporters
rather than defending right-
Wi m;, psychopaths like Bush.”
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