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Form for Expression of Interest (‘EoI’) 
in an AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Partnership (CDP) with the REACH Consortium for studentships beginning in October 2026
Please return your form by 17.00 on 1st September 2025 to research@rmg.co.uk marked ‘REACH EOI + [your surname]’.
General Guidance
All Expression of Interest proposals for a co-supervised collaborative doctoral studentship should be jointly developed between an HEI partner and a REACH member organisation. However, for avoidance of doubt, the completion and submission of this form should be undertaken by the HEI partner (i.e. the potential HEI co-supervisor). 

To complete this form, you will therefore need to be a member of academic staff at a UK HEI and have been in contact with a potential REACH partner co-supervisor at one of the five REACH CDP Consortium member organisations: Royal Museums Greenwich, National Portrait Gallery, Historic Royal Palaces, British Film Institute and National Trust. 
Please refer to the accompanying ‘REACH CDP Consortium Information Sheet’ for more details on the Consortium, its member organisations, the Consortium’s ethos and aims, the criteria by which REACH assesses proposals, and guidance on practical models of cross-consortium doctoral projects. In particular, please ensure that your proposal addresses the REACH overarching themes listed on the Information Sheet and also in Section Three below. 

Applicants must make initial contact with the relevant REACH committee member(s) (see Information Sheet) at the REACH member organisation(s) you would like to work with. They will be able to advise you on the feasibility of your project and, if appropriate, put you in touch with staff members with the relevant expertise who can work with you to develop the project. Please contact the relevant organisation as early as possible, to allow time to develop the project idea in collaboration.  Please note we reserve the right to reject EoIs where there has been no prior contact with the specified partner.
Please note that potential students cannot apply for the scheme using this form, and that REACH is no longer accepting proposals with a named student. 
Selection Process
All expressions of interest received by the deadline of 1st September 2025 will be assessed by the REACH Consortium, with a limited number selected to be developed into more detailed CDP proposals (which will have an application deadline of 27th October). Please note that any agreement by a REACH organisation for a staff member to be named as a co-supervisor does not represent a commitment by the Consortium to take the idea forward to a full proposal.

Please complete all sections in red below, ensuring that you do not exceed the wordcount.
* denotes a compulsory field

Section One: Draft title of proposed CDP project 

	Please insert draft title*:




Section Two: Is this a Practice-based PhD Proposal?  

Practice-based or practice-led research is a scholarly investigation where either the practice itself is a methodology to answer the research question(s) or an output is produced which addresses and illuminates the research question(s). 
	Yes/No*



Section Three: REACH Consortium Research Themes

Guidance Notes: A key ambition of the REACH consortium is to forge genuinely cross-consortium projects, so we encourage HEI partners to approach us creatively, thinking across our joint collections and subject matter and to relate the project to one or more of the REACH overarching themes below:

1. Identities in British and global contexts 

2. The migration of people, objects and ideas 

3. Diverse and marginalised histories, particularly those relating to race, gender, sexuality, disability and class

4. Heritage narratives and public engagement

5. Conservation science, materiality and environments 

6. Cultural approaches to science, technology and media

	Please list any of the above REACH Consortium’s shared priority themes that are relevant to your project, and briefly explain why (200 words maximum)*: 




Section Four: Details of potential Higher Education Institution (HEI) supervisor(s)
Guidance Notes: The ‘Lead HEI supervisor’ will have responsibility for co-supervising the student in partnership with at least one supervisor based at an organisation within the REACH Consortium. This co-supervisory partnership is at the heart of REACH CDP studentships.
The ‘Second HEI supervisor’ is a person who might offer complementary expertise for the project but who would be available to take on the role of ‘Lead HEI supervisor’ if required, e.g. in cases of staff changes. At this stage, however, it is not compulsory to identify a second HEI supervisor.

All applicants invited to submit a full CDP proposal will be required to confirm that they have the approval of their Heads of Department. 

	Lead HEI Supervisor name*: 

	Job title and department*:

	HEI*:

	Contact email*: 

	Second HEI supervisor name (optional):

	Contact email:



Section Five: Details of potential lead REACH member organisation 
Guidance Notes: Please note that REACH strongly encourages doctoral projects that could span two or more REACH member organisations: if this applies to your project, please complete section 5 in addition to section 4. Please refer to the Information Sheet for practical models of cross-consortium projects.
Please provide the details of a member of staff at the lead REACH partner who could potentially act as ‘Lead REACH supervisor’ and who has reviewed and approved your form. Please do not provide a person’s name if you have not had their consent to do so. 

	Lead REACH organisation (delete as necessary) *:
Royal Museums Greenwich / National Portrait Gallery / Historic Royal Palaces / British Film Institute / National Trust

	Name of lead REACH supervisor:*

	Job title and department:*

	Contact email:*


Section Six: Details of potential Second REACH organisation (if applicable)

	Second REACH organisation (delete as necessary):
Royal Museums Greenwich / National Portrait Gallery / Historic Royal Palaces / British Film Institute / National Trust

	Name of second REACH supervisor (if known):

	Job title and department:

	Contact email:

	Please provide comments on the second REACH organisation’s potential involvement (e.g. ‘relevant collections’, or ‘subject expertise’):




Section Seven: AHRC Research areas
Guidance Notes: All the CDP proposals that the REACH Consortium nominates to the AHRC must fall within the AHRC’s subject areas in the arts and humanities, which are broadly defined. Read more about the AHRC’s subject coverage in its Research Funding Guide, pages 77-82. Please note this section does not need to be narrative i.e. bullet points are acceptable.
	Please briefly state the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) research area(s) to which this project would contribute, e.g. cultural history; archives; information science and retrieval*: 




Section Eight: Collections focus
	Please detail the relevant collections or holdings at the REACH member organisation(s) on which the research will focus or respond to (200 words maximum).*  Please note this section does not need to be narrative i.e. bullet points are acceptable.



Section Nine: Summary of proposed research
Guidance Notes: it is essential to address the following points when completing this section:

· Research question(s) to be addressed

· Significance of the research (including knowledge gaps and why the research is needed)
	Please give a summary of the proposed research (300 words maximum)*:




Section Ten: Impact of proposed research on REACH institution and student
Guidance Notes: Please address the following points when completing this section:
· What is the potential impact of the research on the REACH partner institution(s) (i.e. connections to their research, strategic or public engagement priorities or to current, past or future research projects conducted by the REACH partner)
· What is the potential impact for the student in terms of possible student development opportunities?
· Is there any wider public impact?

	Please outline the possible impact of the proposed research (200 words maximum)*:




Section Ten: Ethical concerns

Guidance Notes:  Any ethical concerns arising from your doctoral proposal should be flagged early.
	Please identify any initial ethical concerns (or state ‘none’) (150 words max)*



Section Eleven: Duty of care 

Guidance Notes:  REACH takes seriously its duty of care towards its CDP students. Please flag a) any areas of public sensitivity within the doctoral topic that might need to be taken into consideration; and/or b) any aspect of the proposed project that involves the analysis of sensitive, traumatic, or high-risk research materials, participants or locations, or emotionally demanding research.
	Please identify any initial concerns (or state ‘none’) (150 words max)*


Section Twelve: Agreement to shared responsibility for project
The development of any studentship project, and the subsequent supervision and management of it  - if successful - is a shared, coequal endeavour between the HEI and the REACH member institution (which as part of the REACH Consortium holds the collective AHRC CDP4 award). This relationship will be enshrined in a studentship collaboration agreement between the HEI, REACH partner and student using the template contract of the REACH partner. As part of this arrangement, we expect that both HEI and REACH co-supervisors will be involved in student recruitment and that any decisions about the studentship, including press and media coverage, must involve both HEI and REACH partners. 

Please indicate you have read and acknowledge this statement and are committed to undertaking fully collaborative supervision of the project in the event that you are awarded funding.*
Yes/No
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