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Key information

Length of session: 90 mins
Key Stage: KS2
Location(s) of session: Cutty Sark

Learning objectives Curriculum links
Learners will: KS2 History
e Develop a chronologically secure knowledge
e Develop enquiry skills as they use real-life and understanding of British, local and world
letters from a Victorian apprentice to find history, establishing clear narratives within
out what life was like on board Cutty Sark, and across the periods they study
about sailor skills and jobs on board e Understand how our knowledge of the past is
e Develop an understanding of how historic constructed from a range of sources.
letters can help us learn about the past e Alocal history study
e Handle replica objects to explore Victorian
navigation
e Use imagination, creative thinking and
simple drama techniques to help build a
story and share information and ideas.

Key words

past, change, cargo, rigging, mast, navigation, communication, artefacts, chronology, plimsoll line,
sailor, captain, hierarchy, historical evidence

Overview of the session

Introduction

We discuss basic information about Cutty Sark and what is already known about Victorian times.
Learners consider reasons why global trade grew during Victorian times and how we find out about
the past. Learners are asked to put themselves in the shoes of a Victorian sailor.

Guided Tour

To structure comparing life today with life as a Victorian sailor, the following categories are used:
Work & Fun, Food, Safety, Friends & Family, Hygiene & Clothing & Fairness & Equality. By reading
some of his letters, learners get to know Clarence Ray, a Victorian Cutty Sark apprentice. Learners
then explore the iconic ship and look for historical evidence of what life was like onboard.

Object Handling
The session finishes with examining our handling collection. Learners investigate the artefacts to
further deepen their understanding of what life was like for sailors in Victorian times.
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Suggested pre visit knowledge/activities

Suggested post visit activities

Introduce different roles on a historic sailing ship
to spark curiosity about life at sea. (e.g. captain,
sailor, cook, carpenter). Encourage them to think
about what skills they would need and what
challenges they might face.

Invite learners to write a letter from the
perspective of a young sailor on board Cutty
Sark. What were their daily duties? How did
they feel during the long voyage and what
challenges did they face? What did they miss
most about home and what incredible things
did they see?

Links to useful resources

Stories from the Sea: Shipwrecks resource | Roval Museums Greenwich

Stories from the Sea: Exploration resource | Royal Museums Greenwich

Cutty Sark learning resources | Royal Museums Greenwich

Nautical terms and everyday phrases | National Maritime Museum



https://www.rmg.co.uk/schools-communities/teacher-resources/stories-sea-shipwrecks-resource?_gl=1*7w2wd4*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjY4NTAwOTEyLjE3NDc4MzI3NTg.*_ga_7JJ3J5DBF6*czE3NDc4MzI3NTgkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc4MzI5MTgkajAkbDAkaDAkZHBQQ0lhdEVqd2hxQ0xsOG56SVVfam1NRjhpTkhFZXhIdWc.*_ga_4MH5VEZTEK*czE3NDc4MzI3NTgkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc4MzI5MTgkajAkbDAkaDA.
https://www.rmg.co.uk/schools-communities/teacher-resources/stories-sea-exploration-resource?_gl=1*1k1wkgd*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjY4NTAwOTEyLjE3NDc4MzI3NTg.*_ga_7JJ3J5DBF6*czE3NDc4MzI3NTgkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc4MzMxODkkajAkbDAkaDAkZHBQQ0lhdEVqd2hxQ0xsOG56SVVfam1NRjhpTkhFZXhIdWc.*_ga_4MH5VEZTEK*czE3NDc4MzI3NTgkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc4MzMxODkkajAkbDAkaDA.
https://www.rmg.co.uk/schools-communities/cutty-sark-learning-resources?_gl=1*jb7l3s*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTA1OTgwOTM0OS4xNzQ3NzQ4ODM5*_ga_7JJ3J5DBF6*czE3NDc3NDg4MzgkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc3NDk0MTIkajAkbDAkaDAkZENxY1ZKV2RtRHVZaHIwdGl0UDZUb1czSC1abzZCRjB2eHc.*_ga_4MH5VEZTEK*czE3NDc3NDg4MzgkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc3NDk0MTIkajAkbDAkaDA.
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/nautical-origins-everyday-phrases?_gl=1*ydu399*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTA1OTgwOTM0OS4xNzQ3NzQ4ODM5*_ga_7JJ3J5DBF6*czE3NDc3NDg4MzgkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc3NDk0OTUkajAkbDAkaDAkZENxY1ZKV2RtRHVZaHIwdGl0UDZUb1czSC1abzZCRjB2eHc.*_ga_4MH5VEZTEK*czE3NDc3NDg4MzgkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc3NDk0OTUkajAkbDAkaDA.
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