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Maritime Histories from the Margins: People, Places, and Practices, 1500 – Present
Conference Programme 
(timings and programme subject to change)

Day 1 – Wednesday 11 November
09.00-09.30 – Registration and refreshments

09.30-09.45 – Welcome & Opening Remarks 					Lecture Theatre

09.45-11.15 Session 1 (plenary session)  					Lecture Theatre
Port Cities and Coastal Communities 
· Superdiversity in London’s maritime neighbourhoods in the early twentieth century - Guy Collender, University of Portsmouth
· Tidal Economies and Waterside Power: African Market Matriarchs of Charleston and the Making of a Colonial Port City - Kim Cliett Long, University of South Carolina Beaufort
·  Along the Shoreline - Women’s roles in the maritime economy of Devon (1500-1800) - Annaliese Money, University of Exeter

11.15-11.40 – Coffee Break

11.40-13.20 – Session 2 (parallel sessions)  
Panel A: Global Sailors 
· “The Ocean-Going Junk Lies in My Grasp”: Xie Dunqi and the Marginal Expert in Ming Maritime China - Ilay Golan, University of Cambridge
· Seeing Kru: African mariners, antislavery, and the RMG collections - Jane Webster, Newcastle University
· Enslaved Mobility at the Edges of the Pirate Archive: Jack/John, Nicholas, and the Indo Atlantic Maritime World, c.1690–1700 - Jean-Marc Hill
· From Merchants to 'Perompak': Reclaiming Bugis Maritime Agency and Resistance in Colonial Lampung (c. 1730–1800) - Aditya Pratama, Independent researcher



Panel B: Gender and Sexuality at Sea
· Female masculinities at sea: rethinking Female Sailors - Emanuela Sala, Royal Museums Greenwich 
· Queer Subjects of Capital: the creation of sodomitical persons in the Dutch East India Company's colonial encounter - Grietje (River) Baars, SOAS
· Shaping the Good Seafarer: Homosexuality, discipline, and silence in the postwar Norwegian merchant fleet - Gry Bang-Andersen, Bergen Maritime Museum
· Every Part of the Ship a Woman; Women’s Role as Contracted Suppliers to the Royal Navy, 1690-1740 - Kit Barton, University of Exeter

13.20-14.15 – Lunch

14.15-15.45 – Session 3 (parallel sessions)
Panel A: Marginalised Voices: Resisting and Negotiating Naval Power
· Custom, Contract and Impressment: Marginalised Voices from the Shore, 1798-1802 - Cathryn Pearce, University of Portsmouth
· Marginalized Voices from the Royal Navy: John Backus, Impressment, and Identity, 1810-1814 - Andrew Lyter, University of Portsmouth
· Marginalised Voices in the Sailors’ House: Greenwich Pensioners and Institutional Life, 1705–1869 - Callum Easton, University of Cambridge
· "Capable of Relief": The Pensioners of the Chatham Chest, c.1625-1675 - Aidan Quigley, Royal Museums Greenwich

Panel B: Microhistories
· Marginalised but not marginal: Subaltern Interlocutors at the End of the World - Tim May, Royal Museums Greenwich
· James Forten - Philadelphia Black Founder - Tyler Putman, Museum of the 
American Revolution
· ‘The boy Bedford’ (1805-1807): A story of shipboard enslavement and survival across the Atlantic world - Liberty Paterson, The National Archives
· "The Forgotten Mission: The 'Secret' Chinese Commission to Peru (1874) and the Voices of the Pacific Coolie Trade" - Rudolph Ng, University of Portsmouth


15.45-16.15 – Coffee Break




16.15-17.30 – Session 4 (extended plenary)	       			 	      Lecture Theatre
Critical Methodologies and Archival Approaches 
· Memories of maritime lineages and the politics of voice: reflecting in the wake on the climate crisis, on colonial histories and Black future imaginaries - Michael Lomotey, University of Southampton
· Reading 1919: Black Maritime History's Whiteness Problem - Tré Ventour-Griffiths
· What’s in a Name? Empathy, Identity, and the Recovery of Hidden Maritime Histories at the Zuiderzeemuseum - Meg Koning, Zuiderzeemuseu 
· Tangata Moana Advisory Board: Holding space, time and emotions - Tangata Moana Pacific Advisory Group members

18.30 - 21.00 - Book Launch Evening | Black and Asian Seafarers: A Visual History	Cutty Sark



Day 2 – Thursday 12 November

09.00-09.30 – Doors open; refreshments

09.30-11.00 – Session 5 (plenary session) 					      Lecture Theatre
Resistance
· At the Margins of Authority: Clandestine Life, Everyday Resistance and Underground Practices among British Sailors, c. 1660-1775” - Marilou Guen, University of Western Brittany
· From Shipboard Protest to Diplomatic Negotiation: Chinese Seamen and the Politics of Labour in the British Merchant Navy during the Second World War - Junyu Xie, Queen Mary University of London
·  Black Legal Epistemologies and Religious Sanctuary in the Eighteenth-Century Spanish and Dutch Caribbean - Daniel Ramos Matos - Lehigh University
· Unsung Seafarers of the Cretan Revolt: Crews, Supply Networks, and Everyday Resistance during the Ottoman Blockade of Crete - Dimitrios A. Tsatsaronis, Maritime Museum of Crete

11.00-11.30 – Coffee Break

11.30-13.00 – Session 6 (parallel sessions)
Panel A: Unseen Labour
· Between Ship and Shore: Ayahs and the Precarious Lives of Domestic Labour in Colonial Maritime Worlds - Shreya Sharma, Devi Art Foundation
· Faces of the Crane: Reclaiming the Histories of Female Labour and Safety Cultures in Polish Shipbuilding - Katarzyna Kosmala, University of the West of Scotland, Anna Miler and Ilona Kacieja
· Working Lives at Sea: Photography, Film and the Representation of Contemporary Maritime Labour- Zoe Childerley, Royal Museums Greenwich
· Whose Maritime Heritage? Empire and Labour in the Authorised Heritage Discourse of the Thames Sailing Barge - Andrei Nacu, Royal Museums Greenwich

Panel B: Rethinking Whaling from the Margins
· Atlantic Margins, or the In-Between Lives of Azorean and Cape Verdean Whalers across the Islands and New England, 19th-20th Centuries - Carmo Daun e Lorena, NOVA University of Lisbon
· Whaling Wounds: Captains’ Wives Caring for Crews on Nineteenth-Century Whaling Ships - Emilia Syväsalmi
· Whaler sailors and their souvenirs; collecting practices of below deck crewmen onboard British Whaleships - Rachael Utting

13.00-14.00 – Lunch

14.00-15.30 – Session 7 (parallel sessions)
Panel A: Epistemes from the Margins: Maritime Knowledge, Methodologies, and Representations from the Indian Ocean 
· Vernacular Environmental Knowledge of the Indian Ocean Shallows 1850-1925 - Tamara Fernando, Stony Brook University
· Malam and the Custodianship of Maritime Knowledge: Navigational Techniques of Kachchh and Everyday Cosmologies of the Indian Ocean - Chhaya Goswami, Somaiya Vidyavihar University
· A View from the Dhow: Art, Activism and Anthropology in the Indian Ocean - Nidhi Mahajan, University of California-Santa Cruz
· Exceeding the Frame: Photographic Afterlives and Zanzibari Seafarers - Prita Meier, New York University

Panel B: Cultural Encounters
· Reading the Maritime Empire from its Margins: Exploring the ‘Reading Lascar’ in the 19th Century Bombay Dockyard - Anamika Mohanta, Jamia Millia Islamia
· Strangers on Elizabethan Ships: Religion, Difference, and Shipboard Integration - Andrii Pastushenko, Simon Kuznets Kharkiv National University of Economics
· Windrush London: Migration, Maritime Memory and the Reimagining of Britain's Global City: The Black Atlantic Urban Imaginary - Les Johnson, National Windrush Museum
· Beyond the Colonial Lens: Alan Villiers as Participant and Chronicler Aboard the Bayan - Taibah Al-Fagih, Independent researcher

15.30-16.00 – Coffee Break

16.00-17.30 – Session 8 (extended plenary)					Lecture Theatre

Marginal Materials and Material Cultures 
· Bricks as ballast: the material culture at the base of the imperial founding myth - Billie Duch Giménez, The British Museum
· Commodities from the Edge: Coral, Cowries, and Ambergris in Maritime Histories at the Margins, 1500–Present- Daniela De Simone, Ghent University, and Sunil Gupta, Indian Archaeological Society
· Canoes in Bourbon Island: slave labour and resistance during the early settlement of a French. Indian Ocean colony (1660s-1720s) - Quentin Paridimal, University Paris-Nanterre
· Shipbuilding technologies from colonial dockyards to metropolitan museums - Urna Mukherjee



image1.png
ROYAL
MUSEUMS
GREENWICH




image2.png
UNIVERSITYor
PORTSMOUTH




