
                                 

KS2 Curriculum Requirements 

Light 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• Recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of 

light. 

• Notice that light is reflected from surfaces. 

• Recognise that light from the Sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to 

protect their eyes. 

• Recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by 

an opaque object. 

• Find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change. 

• Recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines. 

• Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are seen 

because they give out or reflect light into the eye. 

• Explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to our eyes or 

from light sources to objects and then to our eyes. 

• Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows have the same 

shape as the objects that cast them. 

 

Forces and magnets 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• Notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces can 

act at a distance. 

• Observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials and 

not others. 

• Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether 

they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials. 

• Describe magnets as having two poles. 

• Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which 

poles are facing each other. 

 

 

 

 



Earth and Space 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• Describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the 

Solar System. 

• Describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth. 

• Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies. 

• Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent 

movement of the Sun across the sky. 

 


