Key Stage 2 – Francis Drake: Pirate, Explorer or Privateer?

Activity 3 – Historical enquiry
Teachers’ notes

Summary

Children examine a range of historical sources to research and refine their hypothesis as they explore the question: Was Francis Drake a pirate, an explorer or a privateer?
The activity helps students develop their questioning, research and historical enquiry skills.
Time: 1 lesson
Supporting resources

Historical sources (PowerPoint)* – selected objects, paintings and written sources 
Evidence framework (Word) – A structured worksheet to support children in testing their hypotheses while looking at historical evidence
*Many of the paintings and objects can also be accessed from the online collections gallery 

Suggested approach

Print out colour copies of each slide from the Historical sources powerpoint for children to examine in small groups. 
Review the key question and the children’s hypotheses

Children arrived at a hypothesis at the end of Activity 2. Have them write down their idea at the top of the Evidence framework provided.
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Tip: You can remind children that it’s okay to change their minds if they find evidence that suggests a different answer.

· Introduce the term ‘hypothesis’: A hypothesis is a just an informed guess. 

· Model the process to the students. Ask them to answer the enquiry question based on what they know so far, eg, “I think Drake was a pirate because he attacked Spanish ships and stole their treasure.” 
Students test their hypotheses by examining the historical sources 
Using the Historical sources powerpoint slides, have each group choose three sources they believe will support their current view of Francis Drake. 
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Tip: Enquiry questions, source information and historical context are provided in the PowerPoint notes for each slide

· Model the process of examining a source. Ask questions of the source to see how it might confirm or change students’ perspectives on Francis Drake.

Possible enquiry questions (see appendix below for more useful questions for examining historical sources):

· What type of source is it?

· Who created it?

· When and where was it created?

· Why might it have been created? (what for)

· Does this source support my hypothesis? Why or why not?
· Have children record their ideas on their evidence framework, returning to check their hypothesis after studying each source.
· You may also wish to question the usefulness and reliability of sources.
· How useful is this source in answering our question?
· Is the information we’ve taken reliable? Is there any reason we should not trust what it tells us?
Final debate or vote

Lead a final discussion or debate about Francis Drake, with each group arguing their case for why they believe he was a pirate, an explorer or a privateer.
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Suggestion: Hold votes at the end of both the hot-seat activity and the historical enquiry; children can offer explanations for why opinions have or have not changed.   
Francis Drake -- more approaches and suggestions

· Consider why there are differing perspectives in history and why that is neither a good or bad thing
· Create speech bubbles for the some of the character portraits – what might they say about Francis Drake?

· Create freeze frame tableaus of key events in Drake’s circumnavigation and take photographs – children can add their own speech/thought bubbles and captions
· Use Comic Life to make a comic strip about Francis Drake:

· [link: http://plasq.com/products/comiclife/ipad ]

Appendix 

Useful questions for examining historical sources
	Physical features

What does it look, feel, smell, sound like?
	· What colour is it?

· What does it smell like?

· Does it make a noise?

· What is it made from?

· Is it a natural or manufactured substance?

· Is it whole or are some parts missing?

· Has it been altered, adapted, mended?

· Is it damaged or worn? 



	Construction

How was it made?
	· Is it handmade or machine made?

· Where was it made?

· What sort of person made it?

· Was it made in one or several pieces?

· How has it been fixed together?

· Does any part move?

· How does it move?



	Function

What was it made for?
	· What do you think it was made to do?

· Has it been used in a different way?

· Who used it?



	Design

Form or function?
	· Does it do the job it was made to do well?

· Were the most suitable materials used?

· Is it decorated?

· Do you like the way it looks?

· Do you think other people would like the way it looks?



	
Value

What is it worth?
	· To the people who made it?
· To the people who used it?
· To you?
· To a museum?
· To a bank?
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